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Portrait of the Artist 
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Professor Graham’s close readings of eleven of Goethe’s 
major works draw on a broad spectrum of his critical and 
autobiographical as well as aesthetic and scientific writings. 
The author reveals the underlying unity of Goethe’s 
universal mind and defines the hidden confluence where 
poet and scientist meet and speak as with one voice. What 
emerges is a unique artistic physiognomy. 
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Professor Graham’s timely study argues a Kleist in the 
grip of a positivistic model of knowledge, yet groping for 
some ultimate religious meaning in a seemingly inexpli- 
cable world. The limitations as well as greatness of Kleist’s 
“opaque” poetic idiom are assessed anew. The poet 
emerges as a master of some poignantly contemporary 
themes and techniques who deserves to take his place in 
the modern European consciousness. 
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